Executive Board Meeting No 53 was held in Vedbaek, Denmark, on 14 and 15 June 1997. This is a summary of points, which I think will be of interest to you.
Finance
Serious difficulties were being encountered because of late payment of membership fees to Copenhagen. Currently the deadline for payment was 1 June and it was agreed that the deadline for payment in 1998 should be 31 March in the hope that this change would relieve the problem.
Education
The Category I1 Information Package was approved with some amendments and additions. It was agreed that it should now be printed and distributed to interested agencies and individuals. This package will be particularly important for those interested in prosthetic/orthotic education in the developing world. It was also agreed that work should proceed on a draft Category I Information Package which would be more relevant to the industrial world at this time but would have increasing importance in the developing world over the coming years.
The recent course on Amputation Surgery and Related Prosthetics, held in Helsingborg, Sweden, had been a success. Arrangements had begun for a course on the same subject in Jaipur, Northern India on 3-7 November 1997. A draft programme had been prepared. A number of possible venues (including Angola, Vietnam and El Salvador) for future courses would be considered.
Programmes had been prepared for the ISPO Educational Seminar (30 January-1 February 1998) and the Asian Prosthetics and Orthotics Workshop (2-4 February 1998) by ISPO-Japan. The President confirmed that these events would receive funding from the Japanese Government.
Membership
A guideline on the formation of new national member societies and a standard draft constitution (in English) had been prepared to ease the process of forming a new National Member Society, particularly for countries where English is not the spoken language. This constitution could be amended to take account of local needs and the amended version would be accepted as long as it was compatible with the International Constitution. (Any member who wishes to form a National Member Society can obtain a copy of the guideline and draft constitutionfrom the Honorary Secretary.}
Publications
It was agreed that the Officers of the Society should be responsible for liaising directly with the Task Officer regarding information to be included on the ISPO web page. Meanwhile, the Publications Committee would take a strategic view of the development of the web site. A guideline on submitting information for the ISPO web pages would be distributed to National Member Societies. The ISPO web page address is WWW.1-S-P-O.ORG.
Consensus Conferences, Research and Evaluation
It had been proposed that Executive Board members should be encouraged to attend Consensus Conferences and be funded to do so. There was some feeling that, to minimise costs, Executive Board members should be chosen for attendance on the basis of need. On the other hand, there was also support for the view that Executive Board members should be strongly encouraged to attend since Consensus Conferences usually lead to other activities, which may involve them after the event. The middle view that Executive Board members might be encouraged to attend if they felt that they had special interest in the event was also expressed. No agreement was reached. Thus the proposal was not accepted in its current form.
As a consequence of the consensus conference on Orthotic Management of Cerebral Palsy, a 3-day course on this topic would be hosted by Sunnybrcmk Health Science Centre Toronto, Canada. It was also agreed that holding a 3-4 day course on Lower Limb Orthotics for Cerebral Palsy, associated with the Second Central and Eastern European Conference in Portorose, Slovenia (10-12 September 1998), should be considered.
It was reported that, following the consensus conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology for Developing Countries, a section on appropriate technology had been added to the courses on Amputation Surgery and Related Prosthetics. Also, an evaluation of the ICRC polypropylene system had been initiated in collaboration with GTZ. In the ftrst instance, 100 prostheses from urban, rural and mountain areas of Vietnam would be evaluated. Such questions as frequency, nature and cost of repairs and manufacturing costs, problems etc would be addressed.
The 
Quality Management
in Spring 1998.
International Consultants
It had been agreed at the Interim Meeting of International Committee Representatives that the activities of International Consultants should be reviewed. A summary of these activities would be presented at the next meeting of the Executive Board.
International Organisations
Congresses
Good progress was reported in the organisation of the IX World Congress (Amsterdam, The Netherlands: 28 June -3 July 1998). There would be 40 instructional courses. Some 2375 square metres of the 3000 square metres of exhibition space had already been sold. The social programme was proceeding satisfactorily. Sponsorship was proceeding well. Promotional activities were adequate. There was a congress web page on the Internet.
Planning of the Xth World Congress (Glasgow, UK: 1-5 July 2001) had started. Several venues for social events were being investigated. It was hoped that a gold sponsor could be identified before the Amsterdam Congress. British Airways would be the Official Carrier and a 10% discount would be given on all classes of fare.
It was agreed that the proposed ISPO Workshop on Quality Management should be held in Glasgow Germany and Argentina had expressed an interest in hosting the Xlth World Congress in 2004.
Brendan McHugh Honorary Secretary

